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Danish Pelagic Fleet

HM 379 Lingbank

E 349 Cattleya

S 364 Rockall

S 349 Gitte  

S 205 Ceton

S 144 Themis

HG 265 Asbjørn

HG 62 Beinur HG 333 Isafold HG 264 Ruth

S 264 Astrid



Economics

What do fishermen want? 

• They want to go fishing

• They want a bigger boat (develop their business) 
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What do fishermen need? 

• They need stable framework conditions (legislation, secure rights, political stability)   

• They need a sustainable and stable ressource to harvest from  

• They need return of investment (ROI) < 5%
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Total catches from the North Sea

http://www.seaaroundus.org/data/#/lme/22?chart=catch-chart&dimension=taxon&measure=tonnage&limit=10


Frequent changes in perception on stock size
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Knowledge transfer and uptake



Conflicting signals within the data sources

Egg survey Swept area 

survey
age 3

age 4

age 5

age 6

age 7

age 8

age 9

age 10

age 11

Axeltorv 3, 6.   1609 Copenhagen V   P +45 98 94 42 39   E info@pelagisk.dk   www.pelagisk.dk



Scientific challenges

What are the fundamental challenges? 

• Fishing opportunities and the perception of fisheries in society  (solely) 

relies and depends on imperfect scientific advice. 

”Conflicts are the result of culture clashes rather that not sharing a common goal”

• Scientific advice is always wrong – but how wrong is the question + or - ? 

• Greatest threat to sustainable fisheries management and fishing communities

in the NE atlantic is flawed scientific advice
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Fill out the gaps!
• Fix historical catch data 

• Include density dependence, ecosystem effects, improve data sources, 

genetics = FMSY project

• Clear management objectives

How do we improve science? 
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Fixing historical catch data
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At what level do we want to fish?



What are the economic gains from changing fisheries 

management?

Strengthened scientific advice 

= a sustainable and stable ressource to harvest from 

= the basis for stable framework conditions (legislation, secure

rights, political stability)

= return of investment (ROI) + 5%

= basis for development of the sector, at sea and on land 

=  A bigger boat! 

Final points
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Thank you for your attention
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