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Stock Assessment and Advice
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Mackerel

* lIreland’s most valuable pelagic fishery
* International catches >1Mt annually since 2014 (above advice!)

* Recent northward expansion of summer distribution

* Ireland — stock coordinator, chair of recent benchmark assessment
e Challenging to survey with acoustics (no swim bladder)
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Mackerel & Horse Mackerel Egg Su

Early stage Late stage

2016 International Egg Survey
19 individual cruises by 8 nations (367 days) — Ireland 55 days
Feb-Aug i
Cadiz-Iceland
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Blue Whiting

International Blue Whiting Spawning Stock Survey
3 week acoustic survey in Mar-Apr in collaboration with FO, NL & NO
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Herring

* Long history of fisheries and research in Ireland
e Discrete spawning locations
. . . . .- ) The Herring Fisheries of Ireland
* Mixing between stocks complicates stock identification (1900-2005)
and the assessment process Biology, Research, Development and
e tagging studies
e larval drift modelling
* morphometrics
* Recent (environmentally driven?) changes affecting the
timing of spawning migration
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Herring Surveys

WESPAS
CSHAS Western European Shelf Pelagic
Celtic Sea Herring Acoustic Survey Acoustic Survey
3 weeks Oct-Nov 6 weeks Jun-Jul
Adaptive survey to track distribution changes Multidisciplinary survey covering
boarfish & Malin shelf herring
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Boarfish

Developing targeted fishery, previously discarded

Catchesin1000 t

Knowledge gaps — long lived, slow growth, easy to catch

Assessment methods under development

Collaboration with Irish industry, survey now conducted as part of WESPAS
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